
One of the most requested  
custom jewelry jobs is a  
wedding band that follows  
the contour of an existing  
engagement ring. Here are 
some techniques using Wolf 
Clay to make this task easy and 
accurate. 

1. Take a slice off a wax ring 
tube (try Wolf Wax!)  Cut this 
wax wider than the desired  
wedding band. Open up the 
wax ring blank to the same size 
as the engagement ring. Put the 
wax and the engagement ring 
on a mandrel and trace around 
the ring.

2. Trim outside of the traced 
line, using the Wolf Trimmer 
and Wolf Cylinder Bur as 
shown or a wax file.

3 & 4. With burs or wax files 
remove wax from the side of the 
ring blank so it roughly matches 
the contour of the engagement 
ring. 

5. Clean the engagement ring. 
Dip it in a solution of boric acid 
powder and denatured alcohol. 

6. Burn off the alcohol. Beware 
not all stones can be safely 
heated!
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7. Pack the inside of the ring 
with Wolf Clay. Add clay to 
outside of the ring–making sure 
you fill in all the openings (this 
will prevent wax from flowing 
into the openings– which would 
make it difficult to separate the 
rings.)  Put Wolf Clay on top of 
stone. 

8. Wipe the side of the ring that 
will be against the wax with a 
q-tip slightly dampened with 
denatured alcohol.

9. Remove excess Wolf Clay 
from the side of the ring that 
will be touching the wax ring 
blank.

10. A broom clamp mounted on 
the soldering area holds a ring 
mandrel in position. Put wax 
ring  on mandrel. 

11. Heat up engagement ring 
(carving wax melts at 240° – do 
not overheat the ring- you’re not 
soldering!). Use common sense 
when deciding which stones are 
appropriate for this technique!

12. Transfer ring to mandrel, 
slide it down quickly against 
the wax. Take care! Do not drip 
molten wax on skin!

13. Now the wax is melted 
against the engagement ring.

14. Remove the bulk of the  
excess wax with files and burs
taking care to not mar the  
engagement ring.
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15. With the long edge of the #3 
Wolf Wax Carver Knife scrape 
excess wax off, until you can see 
the edge of the engagement ring 
below–taking care not to scratch 
the engagement ring.

16. With an onglette graver, cut 
through the wax almost through 
to the ring. This creates a cleavage  
plane–it’s a technique I call  
‘Controlled Cracking.’

17. Peel the excess wax off of the 
metal ring.

18. Shape up the wax using files  
and Wolf Wax Carvers.

19. When the outside shape is 
done, pry the wax off the engage-
ment ring. If necessary, put it in 
the refrigerator for a few minutes 
to help free the wax. You have a 
perfect impression of the side of 
the engagement ring. 

Put the engagement ring in water 
to dissolve the Wolf Clay–use a 
tooth brush to help remove the 
clay. If the stones are safe to put 
in an ultrasonic–put the ring in a 
small container in the ultrasonic 
to dissolve the clay.

20. Blend in the side of the band, 
using Wolf Wax Carvers, taking 
care to leave the center impres-
sion intact.

21. Continue carving until ring is 
complete.  Rub wax with  a soft or 
medium knife edge felt wheet to 
refine the surface. 

22. Voila! The ring is ready to cast.
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